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NORMALISING EMERGENCY 


NLY those who in an access of naivete believe that the com 

tinuation of the state of emergency after Ihe December war 
was warranted by the realities of the situation in this country will 
wonder at the Goyernment's decision to keep the emergency in force 
for an indefinite period. Even the Union Minister of State for Home 
Affairs, Mr K. GC. Pant, bas conceded that the conditions now do not 
justify the emergency. But in view of the internal situation 
Pakisiam, its attitude to this country and the arms it is receiving Tromt 
China} and other countries he ‘thought it would be “psychologically” 
a very wrong time jo lift the emergency, Mr Pant’s statement means 


that in the opinion of the Governmeny a proclamation of emergency 
may be necessary not only to mee, ‘threats cf external aggression and 
internal subversion, as provided in the Constitution, but also in the 
event of a political disquiet cé sorts in another country, What this 
silly argument underscores is that the Governmen; ig unable even to 


inven, a credible plea for prolonging the emergency. After some Ume 
it will pevhaps say that astrologically it will not be propitious to lift 
the emergency. 

Mr Pant made a great show of the Goyernment’s liberalism by 
recalling that it was ready to lif; the emergency from some areas but 
had to give up the idea because of the Opposition’s insigtence “on 
complete withdrawal. He appealed to the ‘CPI to have second 
thoughts on the proposal, as if the Governmen, needs the support of 
the CPI to amend the Constitution to declare a regional emergency 
Not that ig will make much difference, for promulgation of regional 
emergency will be as arbitrary as that of national emergency. If Mi 
Pant’s puerility in the Rajya Sabha is taken seriously, there should be 
no reason for continuing the emergency in States that do not border 
on Pakistan. Will the emergency be lifted from West Bengal of 
Assam, States farthest from Pakistan? They have virtually ceased 10 
be border States. our relations with Bangladesh being what they are. 
But i, will be pointless to continue the emergency if a State Ike 
West Bengal is excluded. Some other argument will be thought up gm 
justification o&€ continuing the emergency in West Bengal, Threats of 
internal subversion may prove a handy plea. The very knowledgeable 





ey Union Home Secretary has already 


te 


explained how the ascendance of 
the Charu Mazumdar group over the 
Asim Chatterjee group among. the 
Waxalites has become a law = and 
ordér problem in this State. 

After our national sovereignty 
and integrity have been guarded by 
the declaration of emergency wher- 
ever necessary, there may not be 
areas except for the high Himalayas 
and the deserts of Rajasthan where 
the emergency will not be in force. 
Tha; will not deter the Goyernment, 
though, from claiming that the em- 
€rgency is in force only 
regions, In the same 
Union Home Secretary has claimed 
thar most of those who were de- 
rained under the invalidated Section 
I7A of the Maintenance of Internal 
Security Ac; have been released; the 
Honie Secretary said phat the bulk of 
the 1700 detenus held under _ this 
Section in West Bengal had been set 
free. Even the State Government 
has not made this claim. On the 
contrary, the Chief ‘Minister has 
gone on record thay barring some 
exceptions the detenus under Section 
IVA will be rearrested on specific 
charges. Photographs of detenus be- 
ing released and arrested again al 
jail gates have been published in 
newspapers, In making spurious 
claims Mr Pant has, however, gonc 
one better than his Secretary; ‘he 
thas said thar MISA was more hu- 
mane than normal laws and it was 
better to be detained under MISA 
than be in jail as an under-trial for 
long periods under various pretexts 
He has unwittingly let out tha; un- 
der his Goyernmen; there is not 
much difference between normal and 
abnormal times, between ordinary 
and extraordinary laws. Freedom 
from fear of arbitrary action is not 
among the freedoms in which 
Government believes, 


in certain 
manner the 


this 
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Fair Elections ? 


The Chieé Election Commissioner’s 
report on the fifth general elections 
in India in 1971-72 has just come 
out, It refuses to admit that the 
ruling party adopted unfair methods 
to win these, and praises the way 
elections are conducted in this coun- 
try. The experience of many at the 
time of the last general elections was 
bitter, One should not allow one- 
self to be misled by the lavish praise 
he showers on the electoral system 
but rather consider the gaping loop- 
holes in the electoral law to which 
he has 40 draw attention in the fol- 
lowing paragraphs 

“In addition to the expenses in- 
curred by candidates themselves, po- 
litical parties, specially the national 
and State parties, spend sometimes 
huge amounts of the election of 
the candidates sponsored by them. 
But there is no provision in the Jaw 
which requires the political parties 
to submit any return of expenses in- 
curred by them on account of, or in 
the conduc; and managemeny of, any 
election.... In. this predicament, the 
Election Commission in its repor; of 
the mid-term general elections in 
1968-69 as well as in the draft bill 
which jp seny to the government for 
consideration suggested a number of 
amendments. A good deal of them 
has been. accepted by the Join, Com- 
mittee of Parliament on amendment 
of election law. But some others 
which. the Commission considers ex- 
tremely valuable have no; been ac- 
cepted by the Joint Committee. For 
example, the Committee has not 
accepted the proposal of the Com- 
mission abou, the filing of return 
of election expenses by the political 
parties, but "no round thas been 
adduced by the Committee for not 
accepling this highly valuable re- 
commendation.” 

This is a very mildly worded com- 
men; On a subject which really calls 
for severe criticism and heavy poli- 
tical attack. Perhaps ithe mildness 
is the result of weariness induced by 
the experiences of previous years. 


The Election Commissioner has} 
raising this point in all the rep 
since the third general elections i 
in 1962, but to no effect. Pre 
ably, the Chief Election Com 
sioner has also in mind the fag 
the Santhanam Committee recom 
dations made in 1964. After pai 
ing out that a new tradition off 
grity can be established only # 
example is set by those who havél 
ultimate responsibility for the® 
ernance of India, namely the @ 
tral and State Governments, @ 
Committee plleged that the pil 
belief in’ the prevalence of com 
tion at high political levels hag ® 
strengthened by the manner in Wi 
funds were collected by  polif 
parties, especially at the time off 
tions. ‘The Santhanam Comm 
recommended total banning of ¢ 
pany donations (ko political pim 
and asked them ro keep a pm 
account of their receipts and Gq 
diture and publish alnnually9 
audited statement of such accom 
The recommendation about thé 
on company donations was ij 
mented, bur Gt was nullified 
ignoring the other recommendal 
What the amendment to the 
panies Act, unaccompanied by 9] 
requiring the pplitical partis 
publish their accounts or file ref 
of election expenses incurred 
them achieved is to increas 
influence of money on elections 
drawing a veil over the pit 
How else is One to explain't 
that the ruling party deploys 
larger fleets of vehicles. Uistritt 
enormously more posters and § 
an {increasingly larger numba 
paid workers to catch voters? 
Wanchoo Committee, in its ree 
published report, reveals that pi 
cal parties in India receive h 
amounts of money from indi 
ists and big business house 
these donations, always givell 
black money, mainly go to the 

of the ruling ‘party, Thea 
trialists will naturally try 16 
the party in power since. (hey 
that the governmen, can Tew 
donors with licences, permits, 


has 
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Peiaie and a thousand and one 
Migs which go into making a suc- 
72) an enterprise. The dispen- 
We af black money, it is natural, 
fel «ale only with the ruling party 
What the practice costs the nation 
HW eeonomic terms is no secret. By 
Hosteviny the ‘lack anoney—indeed, 
Teyiimising the parallel black money 
Seronoiy— it undermines the foun- 
Sitios of the national econoyny. 
promotes inflation and forces even 
hime; businessmen wo keep (jundis- 
piled timds to pay the ruling party. 
Dearet teals are made for which. the 
er consomer und tax-payer have to 
wa Tie stiry of the ruling party's 
Wel With the sugar barons which 
me ie wugiy prices skyrocketing 
See velaivd On the floor of Parlia- 
Tem An inconvincing rebuttal by 
the Government was made more un- 
Porrvrtivitn by the fact thay no plau- 
SUE seps 1 bring down the prices 
Were ken, As the election funds 
Me Faved aye entirely. black monev. 
TE MAUI are kept. How they are 
spay, how mich is retained by the 
Mifisiers who receive them or the 
arty oflicigly who have to handle 
ahem ik passing them on to the Pra- 
Or Districy Committees or in- 
Mivitial candidates 


always remain 
Wilirvestigable. 


¢ Show Must Go On 


DIME lougeiwaited bill on “black 
Suiiey uml tax syoidance has at 
been presented to Parliament, 

= Thifniss 16 the’ Government's PR 
fem we have for long been made 

® bellewe char this piece of legivsla- 
P Mil really mark the beginning 

She Welilist millennium in In- 
Ae Weal Wiktory, Bur phe bill as it 


N hually emiergedl, hurdly lives up 
HO We expectations, 1) marks quite 
We Wat ins bavely much of a bite. 

p ieiely Hnkers with the present 
Paniewerk uvthout actually daring 
weet sich fupdamerital changes 

fF Hone can tackle the problems 

Pe 4ysion and concealment ol 
me Thy largely made up of 


ih, 1073 


some random picks from the reports 
of the Wanchoo Committec and of 
the Law Commission, As aq result, 
it lacks a cogent or a total approach. 
Ty has none of the comprehensiveness, 
let alone originality, of the integrated 
scheme that Nicholas Kaldo had 
suggested in, the late 1950s. And nhe 
problem o€ black money, which in 
the words of Mr 
now constitutes a 


Chavan himself, 
“parallel econo- 
my”, will be hardly touched by ihe 
halfjhearted antidoles now 
ed. All that will happen is that 
the crafty operators will only _ be- 
come a little mor and the 
rules of the game a little subtle, but 
“black 


“white”’, 


SUBSE AL 


cralty, 


y would into 
To all ; reckoning, ‘tHtis 
round in what hay been prominent 
ly billed as crugade 
naked capitalism has 
Out of the 


money" not purn 


the against 


also slipped 
hands 
One of the basic factors why un 
disclosed funds have kept on swell- 
ing out of all proportions is that the 
machinery which is stipposed to 
tackle the problem ‘has itself been 


Government's 


corrupted by the charm of unaccount- 


ed funds that have kept on 
balling among some privileged sec 
tions of society, 


snow- 


The new bill does 
not pretend to give any fresh lead 
m this all important tmatier. The 
tux officials elven 
powers to search and penalise 
culprits. Buy if they 
that conscientious, then the problem 
of black money would no; have pos- 
sibly fsuch 


Mi 


of course say it is all a question of 


have ‘been more 


the 


were really 


assumed dimensions it 


the lirst place, Chavan would 


National morality, And thay precise 


ly is the point. It is time that the 


Government demonstrated its capa- 


city and willingness to adop, some 
of the “hard options” of which so 
been said 


Totich has lately and give 


more convincing evidence of its in 
lention to change the structure. In 
stead, what ii has done is only to 
make certain changes here and there, 


Bur the show will go on. 


The Niesewand Story 


Petes free Bul 
in exile, 
Viekt Dus 
two 
Wriles any thing 
uBLLM i Te 
brought 
lor 
original detention were never given 


Niesewand is now 
he cun enjoy lreedom only 
He will not be 
old mother in 


weeks a 


allowed to 
Rihodesia Or 
year ut lh 
about the mutlitary si 


country Oy the charges 


against him. The reasons tire 


and the subsequent sentencing 
the 
flimsy ground phat the intrepid jours 
ihe 
Act 


between 


two years of bard labour was on 


nalist in some violated 


the 


Was 


Way 
Official 


Love 


lerms of oecrets 


Phere no los; 


Nies¢wand and the Rhodesiath aa- 
thorities; the dispatches ol tis pros 
tean lreelancer which appéated in a 
hos, ol foreign newspapers laid bare 
the murky affairs of the Rhodesian 
the 


whlivilbes 


adiministration and informed 
world 


im thx 


about 


the guengla 


countr But his reporling 
was dehnilely no source of informa 
Salisbury 


afar wl 


lion 10 the enemy of the 
Smith is 
local Press which has been sue 
intimidated 
Working under the threat of nation: 


alisation 


regime. lan not 
the 
cassfulbby into silemen 
Rhodesian newspapers prac- 
tise self-censorship which is na less 


thorough than official censorship 


In the circumstances; 
for the oreign 

Lhreat It 
the victimisation of 


journalists 


working Press pose 
thought 


Niesewaitd 


the only Was 
thay 
would scare othey foreign journulists 
posted in Salisbury, 

Overturning the conviction, the 
appellate division o€ the High Count 
bas pronouced thay Nies¢wand'’s ae. 
ihe 
livicl 


only 
State 


verage of guerilla activity neay 


Mozambique frontier las, yea 
Stale, but 
In fac, the 


could not prove that what way pul 


not damaged the 


embarrassed it. 


lishecl was likely to be useful td the 
Che Cour; decision was a 
Min- 


who, along 


PTE WNLY, 
personal setback for the 
isier of Law Orde 


oreal 
anc 
with the Sec retary of in¥jiormation, 
had plotted against Niesewand, ‘The 
had 


who, 


scheme [un 


Smith 


the (blessing of 


however, ‘declined io 


R= 





l 


miceept the esponsibility tor the 
Wisequences. Whay the . adniinis- 
Tation did not anticipate was that 
Mahe detention . would raise such a 
estonn in the jniernafional Press ; 
Biere was also unexpectedd fire from 
mane penerally timid local Press. 
Hven aany friends of the adininis- 
ration criticised the inept handling 
mel ihe case from the beginning. 
mPor Niesewand the days in ‘prison 
vere a sortiof self-discovery; he 
Brtalised the advantages of being 
White, Many African leaders have 
been in much longer 
thati Niesewand withoul attracting 
Publicity either at home or abroad. 
AL present there ave more than 
p20 political prisoners in six camps 
Pilroughour the country. They are 
Held under the emergency laws and 
ethic names of most of them are known 
Sin Khodesia only ‘to their families 
Band to the authorities, A majority 
Siiive been languishing in prison for 
Pnbonut a decade withou, ever being 
Hhrought to ihe court. ‘Those wha 
hive been tried do no, have a better 
story to tell; they have served pri- 
Hon sentences only to find on re- 
Tease that they face jan indefinite 
Heteution under the Law and Orde: 
Acts. Niesewand is very niuch lucky 
Siar he was given the choice of leay- 


(letention 


ig the ‘country or*prolonging his. 


Stiry i jail ‘despite the «court ver- 
ict. 


® aaicas ce faa 


* siacea off asad ofaw 


e fee 54s aet 4—ash yates 


Gaz 


aaia Safire fiesta 


Hunger Stalks Maharashtra— 
Anger Too 


KALYAN CHAUDHURI 


OR months the Naik Govyernmen! 
has tried to Side the re2l face 
of the famished State of Maharashtra. 
Now it has come into full view, with 
all its pain and terror, Three years 
of cloudless skies ‘have jett 2U million 
peasamts destitute. The land is dead; 
the crop has been almost totally lost 
this is perhaps the worst famine in 
the State's history. The 
scem quite unconcemed and unaware 
o€ the extent of the tragedy, They 
take a look at the newspaper head- 
lines, dismiss them as usual items of 
bad news and go back to their nor- 
mal occupation, Not far from Bom- 
bay the twenty million tragedies be- 
ein to unkold, but urban conscience 
still remains mute. No awareness; 
worse, little inclination to shake off 
the apathy. 


urban rich 


Every day hundreds of hungry men, 
women and children from the famine- 
stricken areas are pouring inic Bom- 
bay city in search of food and work 
Cries of emaciated children rend the 
air of the posh localities around 
Malabar Hills or Pedder Poad, or 
along the seaéacing Marine Drive. 
Brothels have been »welled i. starv- 
‘ng village girls. tn the light 
area in Kamatipur alone, the num- 
ber of new arrivals has douoled in 
three months and most of then, the 
police admit, are minors conung from 
the Tamine areas in a desperate bid 
to survive. 


red 


Leaving suburban railway Stations 
under Greater Bonibay, on: comes 
across: scores of hungry people—men, 
women @nd chittren huddlec toge 
iherein the open space in front, Thes 
lie under the scorchirs sun with the 
fear of the unknown writ lurge on 
their faces. Human skeletons 
about aimlessly, in ,batches, stretch 
ing their hands befor® passers-by and 
crying al every dooxstep. The local 


roam 


people, however, 
these sizhits. 
Twenty-one out 
m the State, which 
27,000 out of the 35,000 
are Suffering from ‘severe 
—the officiul cuphemism fey 


According to the PFamine COUR 


wu 
crop production is less thin 
Though the disirich @ 


mine is: declured in way 


ocnt 
ties confirm 
mivst ot 


F ‘ 
heal less 


than 25 per cent, i} 


ernment of Maharastini, poriig 


hick its misdeeds and 
lias nor ver declared faniineg it) 
part of the And so te# 
ings continue 

The symptoms of 
full 
bay city, During my Lowy Wan 
blasted pockets of Centro) Miata 


Ura and villages under BID 


State. 


fuming 


view ‘everywhere’ outide 


gabad, Poona, Abmednsgiiy 


pur and Nagpur, | have come 
the same tragic speci, of (Ei 
dren crying for {ood, im 
women queucing up for Bg 
parched throats askiig ‘6 
boné-dry cattle gaspite 7 
wave and man and 
sharing the rare 
Deah marches relentlessly 1 
places, It is beckoned BY Stang 
Waler scarcity and dense) Wit 
on in an endless, sexorahiga 
brave talk of soctaism sngy 
hatao” + notwithstanding 
Drought which has bet 
severe famine in a wide MB 
Maharashtra is not a sudiitq 
menon. There have healt 
three major famines in the Sine 
independence, This year (ai 
rashtra drought has céuchedl 
of extreme severity beqiuee 
third in SUCCESSION, If ; 
measures had heen inken titi 
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Wa, and th SONS | © pre- 
B years bee il] jaken 
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live Teachea { 
In fact & has ibee: 
a the last 25 Only seven and 


finitely 
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VEOrs 
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FRONTIER 


While the 
i ublicised relief works have been un 
dertaken in the Naik 
Government has done virtually noth- 


food 


straits much 


we om cde 
districts the 
ine ro. ensure supplies to the 
drought-affected people, even to buv 


with the pittance thet they carn out 


yarn, “heir looms were ie. The 
was no food, and herce. th OOO 
with others, they feced starvation. Th 
: ageravatca thy 
hat 1 why 1 
espe 
concen 


vastly 
other 
certain 
cially where there 


crisis mb one 
crisis in the 
people in pleces, ane 


]arve 


relict works, Noy merely in tration of weavers, stormed tnto Th 
rural even. in the city 


fooderains 


plan {ihe 


Me State is 


“ ;, the Gove 


m Rs. 821 
| 
{ 


irrigated In thy 


mmen; spent areas, but food and yarn shops dem*ending tha 


7 millicn on sold through these be 
st two yeats alone 1 government sharply prices 
dropped, till no mor than one kilo- come 
gram could be bought. Supplics were 
In the pen mar- 
Maanerasntra is fully ket foodgrains literally disappeared to a 
mp wrigation and and only smuggled rice could be had 
meuovernment for the last 2 years by those who could «fford it at 
thing [rom Rs 4,0 5 # Kilogram 


made available 
The developm nts che THCY 
about fall of a succen. TH 
built 


Nugpur ap cheal 


in the ration 
lias 
me 000 = million 


mnowne fully 


ast shops 
0 pend 
situation has 2) rdualls 
climax. Tt just 


natural 


p> tee 
cannot be atiribule 
that has over 
whelmed the peopl all ay once Thea 
Naik 
alibis to 


and euilt 


bsoluiely erratic. 
calami’s 
therelore 


any- Government has 


Ml very little for the utili 
. Boerwiler §=6resoures DY 
deep Or shallow tub: wells 
Will foodgrain stocks fas) 
fiend ponds and wells drymg up levelled 
mean alarming speed i Minister, V. P 
moueit-hiy villages tecome more and language newspapers published from 
Ti Poona. These have so far not been 
het fxith in promis: A fact that coniradicted. According to reports, 
Maes the monient one meets them ‘Naik has given only 30 bags of grain 
mea they arc anery As a natural out of stock of 1,00 bags to the 
Somer, ihe State of Maharash- procurement agenctes. A colleague 
aris Been rocked by 4 ies Of of his, former Minister \basahel) 
traneiee Ts”, Food and yern is reported to have 
qa Ian flour mills bags to th 
of 4,00) bags in his snnounced jn newspapers, 
Not only is Naik guilty on the minds of tn 
holding back meagre quantity of 2 400 
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Chic exilent of mismanazement of 
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One 
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dwind- Open 


posts ol 
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DCe 


agains; the 
people in government is clearly 
look al the 

shuffling uncer the 
sweltering sun on h 
front of SUOPS in 
Bombay would tell .ny man with 
eyes and understand:ns what goverties 
ment bungling mesons. The sad 
story ‘of the {maldis'ributicn of they 


so-called extra ‘wheay 


Long, 
tere More. restless Phey are seen losing 


shelterless ration 
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ie twns of Kamptee, Umred and ¢ 


dé has ulso failed to disgorge grain white variety of wheat, just enough 
water Mmeivar in Nagpny district and from the big fandowners and whole- to give onc kilogram for 29 per cent 
hot Mesiniar in Nasik cstric. t has sale traders. Barrinz a few villages of the card-holders, was issued to @ 


rete led to the loss of there jas been a buniper c.op in the few cooperative socteiies 
Vidarbha region, but procurement is these were stormed *. 
nor taking place at all of avheat-seckers. 
Nagpur, (Umred, Kampiee and special arrangemen', to 
Mitlegaon are centres of the handiloom expected rush, no Va 
tribution 
separate the regular 
be- holders 
With The 


system, 


Naturally 9 
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There Wer; ALG) 
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varn has been 
yarn 
market 
yarn 
the Centre, jeven thir 


supply was 


months, the 


moe itthat by a pre-uiranged price of 


ial us were, such widespread soaring ito the skies and rom the “one 
Se gmilianeously convulsed towns coming scarce in th 
Merenites as far apary as Nagp the an 
Mm Nasik? The vaunted 
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absence of 


announcemen;, of contro) which means more than one 


nhends “oreer by meagre rip every fortnigh; is 9” constant 


source of irritation, The mismanage- 


claims 


least spirite? away oy the 
inch sak That “not a single man yarn merchants, Tic quotas allot- ment of the distribution of the a6. 
Muhsin Hint die ck thumger jin the Stat ted hy the Government were nov even — called extra wheat infuriated rhe peoy 


Only neec, and the 


what 


25 per cent of the 


stage fe ueen thrown into limbo. 
allotted 


 oner day the loca’ pres: reported 
Penicitte thie to starvation by an 
Bie woman in Amras, district 


menuvesis af Kha sh 4nd Nasik 


ple: more so when rphey found rhat 
counts 
needed. ministration 19 

Thus, the weavers found themselves it is 
in desperate straits, Ther 


were not were the wheat was o€ poor quality. Tf ade 
is SO poor in the capital 

bound to be worse ir’ distant 
Was no outposts. Besides, there is no doubt 
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Dat reports so far published present 
i paily an inadequat> picture of ‘the 
Mi i, Bcisips Wilh which the people have 
ad to pur up, and of the sense of 
ESperation which them to 
SweniHe and violence. 
Anger is rowing in the 
r Misants and people 
tas hard hit by dr- 
eriiaps the one 
Aharashtra famine will bye uw 
Dilaljstic peasantry pt 
NITTS¢ ious 
The State Governiwent was 
ng Rs 7O takhs a vav ti 
Uyelief. At first sigh! the 
Bind impressive, bit break down 
(Dae mony 20 million aad caleucte how 
ate Biel) each is vetting. A spokesman 
) if the Scarcity Relief Cominitiece said 
Meta) money was not flowing in as 
east as they would «‘sh. Moreover, 
Pee ¢ hick donors were no; the rich, to 
; mom a , few jlakh; 
; giiitle, but labourers gud 
Swlio were giving thei: 
a ith no work in the 
in villages 
Vators, the agricuiuial 
few craftsmen até all 


drove 


minds of 
livine in rural 
eght and famine 
benefit of  ithis 

make 
tically 


spend- 
April on 
sum may 


would mean 
mil! syorkers, 
day's -wages. 
fiele 


either 


there is 
The 
lzbourers 
seek- 
fovernment re 
already sold 
i kinds of 
weir marketable “sessons like 
Biiver O¥naments, brass utensils, in 
Memerited Or acquired in ‘ette days, for 

' 

) 


0 work cul. 


4 
r 
A nd the 
ite “let yadaa on 


have 
out all 


hey 
selling 


project 
mit, oY are 


he purchase of food and fodder. 
; fexi 1.6 land, othe pre 
rious possession is livestock they 
Bee disposing of thay ay an increasing 
Saie. The story thay 9 fairer sold 
brass pitcher in Aurangabad for 
2 ae sound Strange bu 1° ts true 
i? “ ) Didn't he work in o's of tte sovern- 
\ Piment relief projects? Yes but he 
Peek not been paid for two weeks, 
@ his family had without 
pad for two davs. Accordine to 
t he Collector of Ahmednagar 
Seeeicha pair of bullocky is being 
re! Sor Rs 50 to 60. Ti: farmers are 
Beelling them since trey know that 
Mey would die .cn. AY over 
SMahirashtra, cattle 1% dying in their 
thousands. Healthy cait+, which 
fetched Rs 600 some month: back. 
Bare now priced at R« 70. There is 


there 
and 


> 
WD 


ron 


lis 


soll 
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some talk of imporiys fodder from 
outside the State, Sut ‘tT now the 
animals have been ‘*ying tc reach 
the fodder and not the oiner way 
around. A visit to a weekly cattle 
market will reveal the entire story, 
The influx is so larzs hat the meny- 
acre market expans> is flonded with 
cattle in anticipation of buyers, ‘The 
sales are } few; the butche ~buyers 
are few and a feeble anima. » selling 
for as litile as Rs 20-75, The situa- 
tion is almost the seme in districts 
like Sholapur, Poons Osm nabad, 
Dhulia. Parbhani, Bhir and Auran- 
aabad. Mr Naik stated in January 
that 150 camps had »cen esiablished 
in the forest area of Vicarkhe region, 
where an estimated 200000 cattle 
would be accommodated. ‘The en- 
tire project, it is event, ha: been 
abandoned since the Government 
could not meet the expenditure re- 
quired for the transportation o& cattle 
from long distances, 

To the starving pezsan’s govern- 
ment relief work emnk vyment is now 
their only surety agams‘ utter starva- 
tion. But the employ:nen* potentia- 
lity of these projec: is extremely 
low. In all of Maha ‘shtrn, there is 
a total of 6,600 “sca‘citv” relief pro- 
jects and 4000 “norms. depirmental” 
projects. The proje-s naturally fall 
into such main categories as soil 
conservation, minor ‘ryigat-on works, 
excavation of canals for minor-me- 
dium and major irrigation projects, 
percolation tanks, road building 
currently 4 great many stone- 
breaking projects. The Centre's de- 
cision =6to)86ol build =o tthe: =| / Konkan 
and three Other railway 
projects. all with an eye on 
creating permanent and 
providing sustained employment, 1% 
still under final consideration. There 
ts seemingly no lack of work-projects. 
but ‘the stress on stone-breaking is 
proportionately much greater than 
on the more -productive irrigation 
works. The most jpainful memory 
of our visit. to Mardi in Sholapur is 
of the metal-breaking centres—the 
major source of relief employemnt 
to the famine-affected people. Metal 
breaking was once g form of punish- 


and 


railway 


assels 


ment for convicts under British Mig 
Bui this cruel and totally non-prodis 
tive hard labour is still allowed 
continue in India which claims too 
a developing country ‘rying to achig 
socialism, There are school am 
cdilege students among the workel 
at the metal-breaking centre 
Satana. Women over 5() aré ai 
seen breaking stones under 
scorching sun. The payment is If 
gular. The maximum a man 
earn in a day is Rs 2.50 and a worl 
Rs 2. Wages are given on ‘he 
put of work, One of the hazardy@ 
metal breaking is that it leads 
night-blindness, which, jin turn, @ 
lead to total blindness, if not tUpall 
in time, 

The number 
lief projects 
In November, 1972, the average dail 
attendance -in relief \projects Wl 
1,700,000. It rose to about 2 ii 
lion in one jmonth. The ; offe@ 
figure shows that if was aboitt 
million in April this year. Nei 
80 per cent of the adult populiti 
in Maharashtra villages seukin 
employment. But the relief prays 
cannot proyide jobs even to 10 
cent of the adult population 
drought-affecited places. At prea 
young people below 18 are nol ail 
wed to work. in these projects; i 
there are persistent demands 
there should be no such age resinl 
tion, and that minors in the 1a 
age groups be allowed to do otk 
As may be expected, in many of 
projects created overnight, if 
irregularities are being practised] 
the management staff. Cornipil 
at the works plays its own pall 
further depleting the Govern 
insufficient resources. The supe 
sors are known to inflate {iow 
attendance and pockel the extra 
some cheat the illiterate work 
their due. At places, the contragit 
usk the workers to meet all the 
perises incurred in metal-br i 
work, They have to furnish 
own hammers, picks and a 
and the rock-blasters have #q 
their own gunpowder and 
fuses. Gunpowder costs Rs 5:08 


af job-seekers in i 


d 
has been growl 


ware 
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rule sbiigram. 2nd safety fuses are avail 
rouuc- hte for six paise each. i 
as IG eT héte is & shor'tave of Government 
» be ha i relief projects, which leads 
chieve Me ielays in paynient of salaries to 
and le workers, Such delay sets off a 
orkers iain maction. Unable to buy food 
i at mebeestiee of lack of ready cash 
ré a fom Geverumen: ration shops, the 
r the | People turn 10 «private traders who 
Tide me Wways trying to make a profit 
an The situation became worse be 


tans of crop failure and is becom 
ing wort with jhe total disappear- 
ines of fHodorains from the market 
Peer monsoon is the main reason for 
Me crop failure. In 













Sholaput dis 







i" Hm rainfall between June and 

Noverivay ast year was only 8 in 

n i Mie as eompared with the normal 20 
‘rTrowillsl 





mais, With variations, similar sta 
aie tan be cited Foy a number of 
iher districts. Sowing operations 
wer held up im large tracts of the 
Bate anil in some places where sow 
Me tad been clone the seed was wast- 
a Even phe better water-protected 
Hee greas have not escaped all the 
Favages of the drought. The total 
Mermal grain outpuy of the State is 
mound seven million tonnes: this 
Merk anticipated outpu, ia put at 







mik 








ypulAtion 
seeking 
pra; cls 
10 pee 
st) uw 



























presen mont halk of that. 
not alld Th every district, the demand for 
cts, (ui 





Greminitn; food has shot up sharp 
Doin [une 1972 Ahmednagar re- 
4 ed 100 tons of food per month 
Tiny) government 





ids = than 
e restrics 
14-18 











stocks Today, 
















do works Heinaear alone requires 16,000 
ny of the wine In Sholapur, the rural pequire- 
it, 2FOS ine ( # 12.000 tons per month; the 
ctised DE H tout not be raised above 






Sorruption NN tons. The 





























on part mioised a monthly quota of nine 
ermments Sorin of food per head, bur in 
supervis mtice the distribntion is less rhan 
figures Sieekiiograms. Evidence is there 





xtra caslts | 
yvorkers at 
contraction 
ill 





imimost any amon, of food is 
Wlable from the open marke; in 
ie and towis—if one is prepared 
the ull to) the price, IL is jis; thay the 
Grment is unable to 
ent foxt to meet 
© Uonditions ay the fair-price 
moe in for severe criticism. 

slay, the relief workers ate 
oth f eraine aye. no; available. 














procure 





ish 
crown 









the enert- 
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When stocks arrive, they have no tion It is also disclosed that abomi 
money. This has led to thejy takine « third of the yotal of the cattle poe 
credit from “small traders, some of pulation in the three clistriats of Sho. 
whom use the opportunity ro chin ipur, Poona an \limednagar may 
xorbitan, rates. i no fodder and wate 


ri attitude 
Water Famine » the whole thine js stil! sl 





Wih fant-dwindline fooderain It seems to have } more concerns 
stocks there is now an intense water ed in denyins tion deaths an 
famine in drought-axected places scarcity (han in taking steps to pre 
which come to about three-fourths nt the famine with its terror and 
of the tofal areas of the State. In pain, The Cenlral Government 
Sholapur, all sources of weaker, inclu- far | orinted Rs 70 crores, lb 
ding ‘nearly 40,000. wells, forty reser- nothing in the context of the magne 
voirs, all ponds, rivers and streams tude of the crisis, The Government 
have gone dry. The water scarcity Of India conld have released the pros 
will develop into a first-rate crisis mised quantum of foagerains and 
unless the Government’s proposed vithdrawn the zonal barriers so that 
scheme of distributing wa er rations food and fodder could be imported 








is immediately introduced. On off- from neighbouring States. It should 
cial estimate. even on a | strictly have d or big scale army tank 
rationed scale, the district would ¢ts to distribute drinking water, After 
need about 4.5 lakh gallons of water Water, food and Iransportation, the 
every day. Tt is proposed to bring Problem storage. Th limited 
this water from far away place number of warehouses are all full 
where water is still available by rai] Wit relief materiule sen; from differ 
wagons. In the interior, where roads ‘2% parts of the country. Packets 
are bad for motor vans, handcar' of powdered milk, milo, wheat and 
are required for water distribution medicine are lyin) in open lores 























In every village of Sholapur, Poona, 'r want of godowns. The Cental 
Ahmednagar and Aurengabad, wo- Government should undertake Tes 
men are seen in long queues spend- Pomsibility for this part of the retief 
ing hours to get a bucket of water Pfogtamme by makit army tnits 
of doubliful purity: and they do not buffd tarpsulinsshed godowns ; and 
always get it, With the aid of tan. Sik thew jwells, The units should 
kers, water is transported acros Pe Also repair OF xcavate 

siderable distances primarily to the ™& Wells whether these b 

relief works, where it is rationed. Private individual scien 

Measures like transporation of water The Union Government & yet 1d 
by tankers And bullock-cart anid Ste 10 uN eld riously ood 
revitalisation of some of the well pains he total quantity of which # 
have been initiated: but so furtheir D*fdly enough to meet the wemand 
impact has not been commensuraic ‘™ fifteen da hould be stocked 
with the size of the problem tor the coming] months There ig 
Ona ouch estimate made by Ho sign of rain. [f it does not come 

members of the Central Relief Com- {7S time also, the very core of Mie 

mittee of Maharashtra. it would State economy would be affected for 

quire about Rs 400 crores to yea 

the State. But, at the moment. 

there is not enough money available — a 

from either Government or private Get your Frontier from 

resources to do any more than 

smooth ithe wrinkles on the surface, BEDI NEWS AGENCY, 


Death is already stalkino Maharash- 


tra. According to a reliable source ar, 


more than one 'thousand people died 


of small-pox and 300 from starva- Feroze| 


was guile real. The new-democtatis 
politics and culture of the work 
class, the peasantry and the petty 
eoisie, led by the working clas 


xalbari and after: An Appraisal—Il 


hboure 


PRABHMAT JANA 


middle of 4970 
policemen, 
cormipt traders 


ROM about the 

the annihilation of 

AM spies, bureaucrats, 
jand pelty millowners became the 
Hmain form of strugele in urban ‘areas. 
fin the course of this struggle even 
Wiraific constables, ecucationists, jud- 
mses: trade union leaders leaders 
Hof different political p were 
altadked ‘andi some of annihi- 

By lated, Instead of working under- 
Seeground jn urban areas for 4 long 
Betime {to co-ordinate the struggle of 
h the workers on working, 
He people with the struggle in the coun- 
iryside. the Party’: ‘aifféants rushed 

he inio § head-on with the 
9. benemy’s organised forces of violence. 
MThe Party cadres showed utter. self- 
Blessness and great heroism. But the 
Pinévitable happened: while a 
Sesection of the people were antagoni- 
Psed. thousands of were tor- 
3) tured, maimed anf limprisoned! and 
hundreds, Jeaders ‘and 


and 
rties 
them 


amd 


collisions 


large 
cit ires 


veral both 
died. 


Party 


BP sc 
al cadres, 
™ ‘The 


in another 
) ounter-revolutionary 


eh ved 
The 
leadership of 


militants we 


bloody 


\ strugele 
incited their cadres 

section of the petty 
against the CPE 
red from 


ay tie CPI(M) 
and supporters— 
bourgeois youth 

) (ME) \and 
fl March 1969 
» became more 
i and remorseless, The political strug- 
rh Pele between the CPI(ML) and the 
BICPI(M) degenerated tragic 
Si feud—a war of annihilation bet 
the cadres and supporters of the two 
Mi partics—a way that bewildered th 
Se people and. only the interests 
of the ruling classes. The role of the 
OPI(M) they 
py co-ope tated with the police and acted 
+ Mee as police informers, For lack of 
ile Bey political foresight, the CPI(ML) lea- 
ae Idership unwillingly played into the 
We bands of the CPI(M)’s 
a Volittionary leadership. The  CPI- 
ey (ML) failed to distinguish between 
the CPI(M) leadership and the larg 


engines ciashes 
Afterwards, the 


widespread 


ie ——_——_ 


clashes 


frequent, 


into. a 


ween 


served 


leaders was défatious: 


counter-re- 


its cadres am] ‘supporters, 
did not wage any persistent political 
struggle to win over the latter and did 
little to try to stop this mutal, 
seless killing. This cost the blood 
of many CPI(ML) and sup- 
porters as well as the blood of many 
CPI(M) workers and caused politi- 
cal confusion. 

It is right to rebel 
cation system in 
is semi-colonial 


section of 


sen- 


cadres 


against the edu- 
couniiry, which 
semidfeudal, 
the educatio- 
because of the ntte1 
rottenness of the 'system. But 2s 
Mao Tse-tung saixh, it is always neces- 
sary first of all. to create public 
opinion, to do work in the ideological 
sphere, But, when CPI(ML) cadres 
and lumpen elements systematically 
attacked schools and colleges with 
bombs, destroyed their offices, labo- 
ratories and libraries and set some of 
them on fire, the Party leadership 
supported all these anardhic, non- 
political acts instead of guiding this 
revolt along a political channel and 
some work in the ideological 
sphere, Thousands of teachers felt 
that they were the targets of this 
attack. ve 

Tt was also right to rebel 
the long dominance of the cultural 
and political influence of the leaders 
who represented comprador-cum feu- 
dal interests. The “herces” of 
the so-called Bengal Rena 
able representatives in the realm of 
culture and education of the new 
comprador-cum-feudal clsss fathered 
by the British rulers, were children of 
the British colonialists spiritually and 
found salvation of the country in its 
imperialist fetters at a time when 
India being rocked by anti- 
imperialist and ‘an‘i-feydal peasant 
uprisings and the First War of 
Mndependence. The ‘anti-imperialism 
of many ‘great mational leaders”, 
who flourished in this century.’ was 
indeed | shim while |their ' role as 
servitors of imperialism or fascism 


our 
and 
Today, chaos reigns in 
nal sphere 


doing 
' 


against 


class 


issance, 


Was 


cannot win in the struggle —againi 
the pro-imperialist and feudal pall 
tics and culture that — still domindtg 
the life of he country withoug 
unmasking its real character 
But the manner in whidh Un 
revolt took place, the burning af 
portraits and the smashing of statues 
bewildered and shocked the pet 
bourgeoisie which has brought 
up to revere the pro-imperialist oo 
tural and political | leaders, Com 
pared with the enormity of the tasm 
very little was done in the ideological 
sphere: In too, the Party 
failed to guide the revolt along Ihe 
correct path andi this failure was full 
exploited by the enemy. 

Thanks to the Party 
tivities of am hoodtun 
were curbed 10 a great extent @ 
many areas and peonle enjoyed so 
stnse of security, Bul some oppres 
sion Was perpetrated on the pcopig 
in the name of the Party in som 
areas. Ina areas the log 
Party committees, on their own im 
ijative, took measures to stop it, bil 
in most nothing was done i 
check it or to demarcate’ the Part 
from the elements that were utilizing 
its name for their own sordid endse 

Early in 1971 the slooan thi 
those who would seck votes (1 
election to the West Bengal Legish 
tive Assembly) and those woul 
cast their annihilat 
ed, was raised tn vg 
the political struggle for 
elections and against parliamentarisi 
degenersted into a “battle of onnihh 
lation”. This was another extrenil 
and dangerous manifestation of “left 
opportunism, 

It was part or Ui 
CPI(ML) characteriza 
all other political parties as parties 
the ruling classes, Different smi 
parties represent the interests of Ui 
small and the middle bourgesisie 7 
fhe interests of other 
erve their own intarests 
help the ruling classes 
the interests of the 


been 


this case, 


uinits, 
gangsters 


Lew 


areas 


who 
yotes were to be 
some reas 
boycott @ 


wrong on the 
leadership. to 


classes, b 
they mig 
and px 


acciwm 
re opl 2 
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contradic- 


the puing 


Des, But there are also 
Mdps between whem 
pet Wises «Yo sce only aspect, 
G the aspect ol their unity with the 
aynins : ruling tac, ond to overlook the 
j ether epect, their contradictions, is 
| tonitary tg 
th Mitexint. 
racte The All IntHa Co-ordination Com- 
@h Une Senniee Ul Clonmiunist Revolutionaries 
ba epiessed the hope in 
on adopied in May 1968 thet its 
oct Deoniresichons ‘with groups, that 
rout Peleved in armed agrarian’ revolution 
t ¢ Dame professed loyalty to (Meo Tse- 
Come Mog Thought would = remain non- 
bn Wiiggouistic. Bul, later, these groups 
logit ite uljusily abused as agents of 


Aipperiatiaen tid intemationa: revi- 


and 
one 


dislectics and, so, un- 


1 
FeSOLU 


the 


P Rumiem on thy ground that they were 
vais Pepening annihilation of class enemies, 
MS Was a tiiilestution of extreme 

the Boal etersterianism: Indeed, an extreme 


Teh pectacian line, that isolated and 
Meekened the yevolutionary forces, 
Da perpued by the Party. Even th 
oppresemepaee Mbexist classics was dis- 
= poop ono! aid Mirxism-Leninism-Mao 
| sOMEMEnemOg Thought was made to de- 
\oguememerie WO Hy cull of “bhokti’, into 
wn ink f Hind, unguestioning faith in 
Smemvitoniry authority of a leader, 
nd pamiltiy wnti-Marxist itrasi. |Ath 
nie wax the work of the petty bour- 
utilize With a ling feudal tail. 
bs Right Opportunism 
ste me eiieypence of “elt”  opportu- 
| cos moauring the last three years was 
ty ah hisoricilly inevitable. Isn't, 
oon til pT Lenm PUM wut, Nnuchism infre- 
ive Oey a sort of punishment for the 
ovcott Mepariini sing of the 


varstiiii.. 
stent 1 
ed som 


the 


bytbiery 


class 


neontae meee? iy this country the 
annie nun Mirty uever beceme the 
; ie Whe working class for wis 


Means Leninist idcologica’ foun- 


fam cee firm. Both in ideology 


Biers ware) Mea 4 sfes 


eat 4 fark 


“le xc antics 
20 af 4:91) 
SCMeS Ate Coal, 421-2 
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and in 
whelmingly 
trailed 


composition i remamed and politics yell ts Loninst 
petty bo 
the 


behind 
compromising bourgeoisie. 
as well as the € 
abour 


bourgeois-and-land! 


Inge evisionist 


Third. 


ordination ¢ 


practices 


pro-imperialis 


All India ©o 
The ¢ ommittee of Comumunix 
PI (M) , tiled 21 Revolutionaries that unmasked for the 
I the character Gf 


visionism The Cri(Me) 


{ +} 


il W {e « 


by a aristocracy but by a pet first time in Inelia 


llord or ex-landlard ot. re 
aristocragy, lias, ght tis long also exposed the 
the “Treaty of Frien 
operaiion 
Fourth, the 
At particulay places and in perticular sty e ag 
periods 


life, pursued a 


struggle but of cli 


policy of treachery 


CPICML) 


aginst bou 


has 
clywuvie 
ink 


£ eS uS 
and jnwhekl proletarian 
againsh right opporyuniisin, r ¢ nationalism, ‘When ell 
Telengana in | wrties, and revisionist parti 
right opportunism has most ito 


reackonary 


ample, in ut- 


ihe 


tried 
minds of 
and hatred for 
CPI(ML) car- 
singlc-handed 9 ‘sirig- 


moison tive 


people 
| ene f ” 


ted the communist movement with hostility 


country. Revolt socialise China, the 
almost 


the 


exposed 


tunism started alone s correct cd on 


Nax inti-China campaign 
and the 
against right opportunism, this revolt Indian expansionists they first 
degenerated into “leit” and. then openly itt 
@ piinishment for the mary night yz and dismembered Pakistan, 
y ol the 


OF struggle 


course denounced 


when 


opportunist: sins—hypocrisy v1 Piftl he brief histor 


lity an treachery of the commun "PI(ML) j 1¢ tory 
movement in this 

When 
tions, it 
that the 
years 


country 
(we re cri 

would be wrong 
entire 
utterly 


had 


not hesitate 
the imlerest 
the basic 
g yee the Ieaders @ad 
Nothing can be more untrue CPI(ML) and the 
work of the last five When the fonmer 


positive aspect of immense igntfi- csseritinily self 


ind do 


war sf wae 
WOrK OF lives it) 


was fruitless Here 


lies 
wrong and nO positive 

are 
latte 
ally {5 if-seekers and 
The CPI(ML) has © set 


xamples of 


scpe 


: : courage ie 
& turning point in India’s history. In 
of righ 
tunism in this country, it was tio easy 


view of the long reign OPpor- 


time 
OPPOr- 
Mit 


the revyoliuionari 


Naxalbar) 


that toree is: the 


task for 


Servi 


peasinis of to uph commun 
truth mic 


orca 
old 


one” 


the 
new 


wite OF 
with a 
can wipe 
force that 


pregnant 
On fhe Eve of Storm 

the new Today it is the eve of the storm 
Naxalbari e He Asses people stink 

Naxalb struggle to the west depths of andi 
could begin only by rf hedne flood 
banner of Mao Tsetung TFhough nd famine as their cor com 
lend 


ihe predomi- 


out 


hive 
Second, the poverty 
stant 

and by ntration of 
revisionism and rivht opporiunism. in the hands of a fey 
For the ' 
Revolutionaries 
uncompromising 


sham 


past dal vel 


ations of produc 
countryside, the abject 
dependence on social-imperialism and 
industria: stagnation, 


and 


Logins 


oiher imperiali 


inflation 


parliamentarism and 


manifestalions of revisionist *deology the the soarine 


prices 


b 
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inter-retations of |the ostrich-like, to sée the reality andy 
learn form experience that basiga 
the blood of hundreds 


La] . ‘ - 
Shave driven not olf (as official the concrete 










ithree-fourths gf the populativn—te., Emphasis should be laid on build- us 
ing Party units among workers and the finest comrades, and p 
ounity—well below the poverty- cemi-proletarians in urban areas and the old course, they will only hail 
line, Contradictions between the among poor peasants and farm) cause of revolution a litle longend 
people and their enemies—Sovicl [ybourers in rural areas. The under- attraction that terrorism exerled Of 
Social-imperialism, imperialism, feu- prownd) Party should use all forms of large secton of the petty bo 
dalism ant) compradcr-burcaucart ‘mass jorganization fand miss move- youth and on a haadful of pei 
ment and all kinds of cultura! media and workers has mostly faded mi 


. Pa * ° . ” 
Ppiitvce-fou admit) but more than  eentradictions.”’ 






= than 400 million people of our 
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Contradictions \within . the gnémy “to arouse the people”, link itself with The voices of the long-sulfam ] 
Scamp also—contiradiction between snd Jead their class struggles step by people of our country and the ti 
Soviey § social-imperiilism and U.S. step in conformity with their demands of thousands of martyrs demindj 
imperialism, contradictions between and needs and in accordance with the Marxist-Leninists dare to unilé t 
wifferént sections of the bourgeoisie evel of their political \consciousness struggle, dare to awaken and mom 
Pete.—are also sharpening every day. as preparatory to armed struggle and the vast strength and dare (om I 
SThe facade of unity that the ruling jn co-ordination with armed struggle victory. The victory of the Tig c 
Belasses have raised under the leader- (when it has started), Various cul- revolution will surely bring 4 
ship of Indira Gandhi will be shatter- tural media can play an important the day of the victory of thé c 
ed im the near future, fl is the task of role in arousing the people and imbu- ‘projetarian pedvolution, The @ {i 
the Marxist-Leninists to turn the storm jng them with political consciousness of ages—the ascent of man [Onl le 
Ol the people's. spontancous struggles and their role should not be negated realm of necessity 10 the. realm tf 
info a storm of revolution that will ag before. Legal struggle shoukl be ‘freedom—will come ‘rue, Pp 
Sweep away the filth hat has accumu- combined with illegal struggle (Cone 4 
Iated in this country for ages. The The ‘ask of leading the struggle to L 
international situation is more favou- change the history of *his ancient land, ———— : a 
fable than ¢ver belnre. The forces i.e, the task of leading the Indian PLACE A REGULAR ORDE Af 
Of imperialism, colonialism aod neo- revolution to victory, falls on the by 
colonialism are mortally sick jand shoulders of the J4arxisi-Leninists, FOR YOUR i 
besieged ring upon ring by the peoples who must be able to mmerse themsel- he 
Of the world. ves among the people. Good grasp ' 
Today the first and foremost task of Marxism-Leninisim-Mao Tsetung FRONTIER tie 
before the Marxist-Leninists of this Thought, ability to integrate it with Subscription Rates mi 
eountry is to rebuild the Party om the practice, adherence 1o the mass line, tox 
basis of Marxism-Leainism-Mao Tse- a spiriy of greater dedication and INLAND effi 
tung Thought. To strengthen this greater sacrifice will enable the Mar- Six: Months . As: 
foundation it is necessary to wuge -mist-Leninists to make new suns and Ons year Rs mc 
Strugele against revisionism, which is new moons shine in the sky. For ns : e ” ig Co 
Bele agar ~ Five Years -. Rs wa 
the main danger, nd also against the hearts of the people—their God— Seven years Rs. (000 mi 
“leit® opportunism, subjectivism and work together with them and the mir- % — ary 
Onesidedness. it js also nceessary to acle will be accomplished. By Surface Mail Rig 
conduct thorough investigations into To take up this challenging, stupen- All countries: Rs 40 or 550% énd 
ecg en, eet Paraeeriecinnttve a i Bite’ Foreign AIR MAIL Rates (Ong) 4 
as t as Vil iS erent j S. e \ . : 
regions, to study tho objective move- group they belong to, should unite America: Rs 116 or 17.00 if 
ment of different phenomena, and within one common party on the Europe: Rs 98 or 14308 Con 
“to aliscover their concrete contradic- basis of a programme and a tactical Asia: Rs §8 or 12.10 doll Meas 
tions, the concrete position of each line. Or, 4f that is mo pos- ed | 
qspect of every contradiction jand sible at this stage, they should join Back numbers of Fronti¢y il 
hands to implement a mini- than two months’ old, cost 
I mum programme and conduct their each if they are availai ven: 
For Frontier contac; polemics, jf they want to, in a non- Frontier will no longer th 
BANI PRAKASH antagonistic manner. Today, no rfe- by VPP 
2 moa volutionary can afford to feel self- 
Panbazar, righteous because all have mde mis- Long-term Subscriptions 
‘ . takes, some more serious and others : Ww 
"= Gauhati-l, less serious. help the weekly, 


Assani. If a handful of tndividuals refuse, 
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A Dangeite Drama 


N. K. Sincu 


W estimated 32.000 Naxalites are 


langushing in jail for years— 


fot Of ikem without trial, Unspeak- 
Mble mirocities have been perpetrated 
Been them both in and 


ms: marde: 
Wperties in the ‘biggest 
© World’, 

Naturally 
ely voices against this 
were the 
May I, 


outside the 


enough. the first to 

yjolation 
victims them- 
1969, at a May 


torture, rape, loot and 
Such is the state of civil 


democrac 


raise 


ol 


erally held at Calcutta, the newly 


Hiailie 


CPI(ML) demanded the 


Rise Of political prisoners, 
tig ihe patty organ, Liberation, had 


ished editorials 


re- 


Prior to 


demanding the 


Melee of ‘all the political prisoners 


it OH, With a shift 
jail lireakings. 
a contre 
teakings a 
mwrole in Liberation. 


Site 


in the 
blegy, Charu Mazumdar gave a call 
Prisons 

of revolution 
common 


ML 


have 


and 


On the other hand, the question of 
Sention had beeun to haunt the de- 


‘ 
"2 
: 


prauicAlly minded in the country, 
Individual as well as collective 


Riots were gaining momentum. The 
BOGIation for the Protection of De- 


y 


mmeeratic Rights and the Legal Aid 


omimiltes in Wes; 


tengal, the Com 


ioe for the Defence of Revolution- 
Mm Political Prisoners in UP, Civil 
mila Committee in Andhra Pradesh 


Mmome Sarvodaya 


workers 


in 


Stee wad started functioning in this 


1 


MATRON. 


Sit wes in this background that a 
memimuttee for the Defence and Re- 


OL Naxalite Prisoners was form- 


Mast year by the CPI through the 
miesy Of a Delhi advocate, R. K. 


OMT 


A public meeting 


Was con- 


Mened in Delhi and conventions were 


held. wt 


ae Committee held 


Hyderabad, Calcutta 


a 


and 


National 


mavention on April 20-21 in Delhi. 


Wes ilended by some 
ie from Delhi, Andhra 


LA 1h, 1873 


250 dele- 
Pradesh, 


alfair, 


West 


Matives of 


Pradésh—and Bengal 


Iittar 
There were reéprese f 
Congress, CPI, SP, SSP, Revyolution- 
ary ,Communists, Revolutionary 
Youth jFront, progressive indepen- 
dents like Mr V. K. Krishna Menon, 
Dr Gyan Chand and Mr Ratan Das, 
a Sarvodaya leader of Orissa, sides 
a few Naxalites and 
gers. ‘ 
The Andhra Naxalite leader, Mr 
Kolla Venkaiah also in the Con- 
vention for hours. ut he had 


the 
ihe 


n 
be 


their sympathi- 


a Icw 
neither 
am 
here at the request of a friends” 
he this correspondent. Venkaizh 
did not believe that this sort of thing 
Estab T 
revolutionaries, 
had he any misconception 
character of the show 
ence with the CPI in 
been too bad”. They were 
terested in helping themselves 
in helping the ‘Naxalites. 
the demand for the release 


not come to participate in it, 
did he address the audience. “] 
few 


told 


lishment 
Nor 


the 


would pressurise the 
to release the 
about 
“Our expert 
Andhra 


more 


has 
in- 
than 
However. 
o€ Naxalite 
good thing. 
If it is happening, ley it happen. (For 
the readers of Frontier there is an 
information: Venkaial 
confirmed thar the controversi 
signed by Kanu Sanyal, 
Rao Bose, Nagablushanam 
Patnaik, Bhuvan Mohan Patnaik 
himself, (published in Frontier date 
1972, wag 


Was 


prisoners was certainly 


extra piece of 


Tejeswara 


Ssouren 


November 4, 
Venkaiah 


views. 


genuine) . 
not alone in his 
His apprehension was shared 
by many, In fact the entire Confer- 
ence got divided in two groups; CPI 
ind non-CPI. The non-CPI partici- 
pants questioned the bona fides of 
the Dangeiles. 

The most severe a 
the Socialist Party’s 
des. He asked the CPI 
trate its bona fides by releasing the 
detained Naxalites in Kerala, “where 
itis in a position to do so” 

In a rejoineder, the embarrassed 
CPI leader, Mr Bhupesh Gupta, 
said that the Kerala Government was 
a coalition of many parties including 
the CPI. 

Bur sOmeone put the Dangeites in 
a really awkwas 


from 
Fernan- 


d position by 


saying 


that the CPI may 
to | 


condition 


not be in a positit 
the 
Pp 


than 


the Naxalites, but 
Achutha 


certainly nd bette 


States 


release 9 


if Menon’s 
sons 
also ported ort 
ever the 
ing of the CDRNP held 
Danveites have | 


that though first mee 
in Januar 
ven talking abot 


for the 


since 


the 
a “mass release ¢ 
Naxalite CPI did n 
raise this demand during thew Doli 
march 4 

The Congress MP, Mr Koshi 
Kant, was the most angry man at th 
convention. His 
by nobody—not Sarka 
He bigge 
1inst George Fernandes Wit 
I the immorality © 
ruling party members demanding i 
release of Naxalites while their part 
all ly 
speech the Youne Turk leader altal 
a Mi 


niciwsing the ruling 


movement 


prisoners the 


party Was 
the 


the 


spare 


(.omimuniss. 
TOUSE aki 
pointed out 


+r 
idaS 


was oul to crush them. In 


er Fernandes: He said that by ct 
Mr Fer 
his 
thar 


political 


party 
I ) 
nandes wanted to 
Buy he 


béginning 


purity sou 
in th 


purtie 


should re 
all 


with 


mem be; 
the 
the Establishment 


of 


were once Ou 


the question with th 


NI 


dealing 
axalites 
All this criticism pressurized 
undf 
cial resolution asking the left partiz 
in power to take steps for the releas 
of Naxalites under théir purview 
Another point of Crikicisny 
levelled by the non-CPI participant 
the narrow aim of the CDRWN 
Their point was that by givih 
it ‘only Naxalite’ uy 
Dangeites wanted to embarrass 
CPM—the CPM would not abl 
to participate in the movement, Hence 
the objective of the committee shoul 


Organisers to pass g sép#fate 


tlhe 


character 


be 


be broadened to include all politica 
prisoners so that the support of af 
democratic 
in this 

Such was the animation on this pil 
ject that when the West Bengal repr 
Mrs Jayasree Rana, moved 
the of “all ah 
political prisoners in West Bengal® 
it was adopted unanimously by tg 
convention. Some members 
also demanded in thd 


parties Gould be secured 


tach 
Leis. 


sentative, 


resolution on release 


other 
£3} & 


modification 


1h 











a 
Benjective of the committee. In fact 
" e of them moved a resolution to 
: Demis effect. The organisers had appre- 
Dieeended criticisnt on this scose and 
{ acl already included a demand for 
Mie release of “all progressives and 
@mocrats languishing in prison irres- 
tive of their patty affiliation”. 
ih That one of the aims of the organi- 
Beets was to win over wavering Naxa- 
Meets elements became much too obvi- 
mus in the speeches of the Dangeite 
oders, who claimed that 176 extre- 
Mast prisoners in Visekhapatnam 
Wail had joined their party. Though 
he convention was called for ihe de- 
Pnce und release of Naxalites, tlhe 
ppittiorm was used by almost all the 
im Buers to criticise the Naxalite ideo- 
mecy. Among the political leaders 
B pleasant exception was Fernindes 
Dyie said that the right to change the 
Meysicm “even by violence”, as resor- 
Deed to by the Naxalites, should be 
Sapheld. On the other hand, the 
Meungeites took it as a good time to 
Brive ihe extremists sermons on Mar- 
Pxtm-Leninism. , There an 
MAppeal to Naxalites’ inviting them 
‘tS oP payticipate “in the national debate 
on socialism) and make it still more 
Muirposeiul”, “The progressives can- 
got aliord to be divided and they 
nist unite.” ‘Ihe Appeal was adop- 
Mel unanimously. “Let them satisly 
mieir ego.” someone said, 
But the Dangeites had to face stiff 
Beppoesiiion when they tried to bring 
Dn resolution asking the Naxalites to 
Miariicipate in the mainstream of the 


was 






mation's struggle’, “Aren't we  al- 
miemdy in the mainstream?”, asked 
HKamnarain Upadhyay, a (Naxalite 


Meacader of U.P. “We emphasise that 
Wve ate yery much in the mainstream 
ind our path is the mainstream of 
Mic people.” The passage had to be 
Smodificd ccordingly—after a two 
pour debate. 

The conyention resolved to de- 
pound; the release of Naxalite pri- 
- 
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soncrs, withdrawal of cases 
them, granting of the status of politi- 
cal prisoners to them, remission of 
the unexpired portions of the sen- 
tences imposed upon all convicted 
prisoners including those serving life 
imprisonment, a parliamentary com- 
mission to enquire into cases of atro- 
cities on Naxalites is well as into the 
circumstances of the death of Charpy 
Mazumdar, the scrapping of MISA, 
the ending of the proclamation of 
emergency, commutation of the death 
sentences on Nagabhushanam Patnaik 
and other Naxalites, lifting of the ban 
on Liberation and other proscribed 
Magazines and papers, release of all 
people belonging to left parties and 


against 


other progressives detained without 
rial, ete 
Having heard the reports from 


different States the convention decla- 
red: (1) hundreds of Naxalites have 
been killed in cokd blood by the 
police, often on the pretext of ‘en- 
counters; (2) the segregation of tribals 
and many villagers in so-called camps 
and hamlets by the police subjects 
them to humiliating suffering; the con- 
vention condemns the heinous crimes 
committed on women and men; (3) 
inhuman and degrading treatment has 
been meted out to thousands of Naxa- 
lites, held without trial in jails throu- 
chout the country; (4) they have been 
denied political statuy and ther 
familes subjected to awful bumilia- 
tion; and (5) Naxabte undertzrial pri- 
sonézs are often denied the béarest 
Minimum of necessities; the condi- 
tion especially of the innocent adiyasis 
and Girijans is even worse. 

But passing of zesolutions, appeals 
and declarations is one thing and 
working for the same is another, Of 
the three States where the CDRNP 
was formed only one (Andhra) was 
represented at | the * convention. 
There was no one from Biha; while 
from West Bengal, ironically, there 
were pony representatives from the 
APDR, which had decided to partici- 
pate in the convention. 

Perhaps the West Bengal Dangeites 
were too busy sorting out their diffe- 
rencts with Siddhartha Sanker Ray 
to come Delhi. 





















































Calcutta—The City Of R 
ATT 
Renaissance—VI Bext 
v ssance hy 
Ain 
SENOY GHOSE a 
nar 
HE history of the gradual growl e 
of Calcutta, om a cluster a a 
scattered villages ‘in {the Tbeginning th 
of the eighteenth century (“The pi 7 
xeny town was then (in 1717) a Vii Sli, 
lage, appertaining to the cistricl al Co} 
Nucddea, the houses cf whith wag oni. 
scattered about in clusters of abd Bis, 
ten or twelve each, and the inhale is, 
tants were chiefly husbandmen® Abt 
Waker Hamilton: Hast Indi S., 
Gazeliee, 1815), to a kind of nt Bly. 
dieval town by the end of it, ai icy 
then 10 a modern city by the end Mic, 
the nineteenth century, is imma ih 
ly interesiing, and has yet Hees 
written. The materials for writ ‘of ju 
this history are plenty, but seqiigl in |! 
ed. Many official papers have strange Tr 
ly disappeared, and many have bea a | 
destroyed. Besides records and nog Pare 
of travellers, the historian of i ey 
city of Calcutta will have to dp ial 
for his materials npon the domes Patel 
archives of the leading families the r 
the city if available ay all. Writing fe sir) 
history o€ this city is, therefore, ava io | 
hard task of sustained labour and ie Rite 
severance The scope of sur 5 bom: 
sent study, however, does not nel 1! 
quite any such history of the Gf ele « 
All thar we need here is to bring ay. -, 
(0 focus some salient feature of ie bia] 
process of growth of ithe eity, 5 ancl 
getting at the meaning of our ; WH thi 
naissance, a 
One of the bese ways of tie oe 
the growth -o€ the city is to emf Reps), 
pare some old maps of @ MP to. 
cutta. In one of the oldest mi ere © 


n “Man c& Company's lands @ 
i I 


whig 





> <s Rot! 
lakes, by Captain Cameron”, . 










Mere « 
bears no date, the village of ‘Gavi 
dxpore’ ts marked on the site idly « 
the present race-course, south-cait Wiehe 





the new fort. In it, Tolly’s Nal 
is called "“Gonadosara Nullah; 
a ‘Company's. garden’ is. shown) Bey; 
the of Middleton Row, oF 
a single house is shown in Gilt he P., 


+ 





Biss! 
mine 










site 
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FRONTIER 


Tel Ovo the 
ewer, a aveniic apparently regularity, which was miserably Jack- 
ewiawn io the Fort of Tanna on ine in the ‘black 
Mie Bie of the Botanical )Gardens. f the black 
Anmher old mp, Which thas been work of lanes and bye 
ih eulen away by are and beers the 
nou MM Claude Martin (the found from the 
eo Murtinores at Calcutta ‘and Lane, Crooked 
Pivtiiow), shows three houses in Lane, 
Phawrimnwhes in the 1760's, and several 
homes mm Girden Reach, one of twecr he ‘white’ and the 
vie is designited ‘the Nabob’s'. was definitely 
Sa. Calls map cf 1786. shows In the first 
nly four houses 
Simei OF these four houses ished “a map 
wow! apped tw linwve necupied t rn tne ity of 
‘ate o tyeetio House in Middleton 
Btw, me was at the ‘kore: Committee. 
Emi Row in Theatre Road thickly populated, the 
two wy pear Purvk Street, betwee mostly lined 
MUiieien Row and Russell Street.’ 
th the nod of the brick 
hoes were sparse, And » good deal and th 
) of jungle wie sii] to be found with- wards 
Mi be precincts of the town, 

The well-known map of} A. Upjoho 
Wie Mite! Of pccurate survey in the grew fewer in 
Sem igee god 1973. Tu this mup, ed 
Mit wliole town. with the exception Jora- 
iunenrinance, i divided intosmall bagan and Jorasanko, and: the north- 
fea each OF these patches in casi 
The ack terwti’ coritains a few trees, 
4 sripp me juneie, and what appears Park Street-Chowringhee area, 
mew “pucks house’. In the was a great 
Pwile town’. onthe other hand, the although the south-east par, cf 
apeanida appear free from jungle, area was ‘still ‘largely unoccupies 

ie Houses are detached in sepa- We leave he maps here and turn to 
crilosercs Dalhousie a few other 
ire ae! Mission Row, there were 
Oe five owes in 1794. Perhaps 
me 6 6hbtcoming Ino )6=|6Cvaluable 

ius fury of ie town 16 allow ef 

we compounds fos 
Dima Consequonily ihe wealilier exiremity ol 


Opposite side of the Trects were laid run it some 
town’. Each part 
town presenter 
lanes 
ould he 


Suc 


enlarity of which 


( 
names of 







( O] ks¢ rew 
erowth of the town, 
widening, 
qilatter of the nin 


Major Schalte h pub 


south of Par enth centur 
(1825), Jentitled ‘ 
Calcutta 

environs Y ’ we of the 

Calcutta now appeared 
streets being 
by contiguous rows of 
K oomartooly cl was 


houses 





covered ° 
Col lola 


shows d 


Lown densely with pucka hous 


and Bow bazar 
also propor. 


tion of dwellings But the brick 
buildings, in the north of the 
number a one mov- 


inland, very few such buildings 


being shown in the north cé 


corner of Colootola 
southern quarter of the town, 


increase Of hauses 


selween SsOUTCeS 
Imperialist Capital-City 

Mackintosh 
ihe town of ¢ 


indignantty 


wrote 
alcutta mn L780: 
that trom — the 


Californi: 


residential is a truth western 


Pipe had begun to move out ern coast of Japan, there 


Mian new “white suburbs’ “spot where judgement, 
we mowing at Sealdah and Entally. cy and convenience are so 
fede antes of fie Citcular Road 
fe Windded with European houses, 
wi a str; ma "West Encl!’ was ra treets, 
eemihg inte exitience ai Clhiow- ters, sinks ani 
See Hetween faun Bazar and i 
la! Gmund Road (Park Street) 
Jnpty Rurspean 
Oy Uke map. and 
i Hainber south of the road. In 


Tul 


insulted. as in that scattered and con- 


houses, huts she ls, 


alleys, 


tanks which 


< haos ol 


tanks, windings, gut- 
jumbled 
info an undistinguished mass ol 
filth and corruption, equally offen- 
: human sense health, 


f the English 


hiduses were sve [lo and 


boul an compose the capital 


Companys 


Governmeny lin ‘oda.’ 


Sivel-Ohawinehee area This physical appearance of the 


(wis 


K. B. 


own oble of on 
filth 
perfectly ménrors the 
times. 1 


‘founders’ 


Calcutta, “a yur 


lrete ' v. | ; 

cl tinguished mass ol and «cM 
HOG 
and culture oO the 


the age of the 





baithfil 


Nabobs’. ten years 


‘nitive 
loatesy 


nidpre visit wh and font 


raltline- will 
s, chariots 
whith 


iS great a bug 


rela el 


principal town 
Gt milpr 


the streets 


sicknttss 


wretcl 


wart 


TAL) poor 1 ck the Donat 


speci S 
I have 


lure lying 


also expires in the streets, 


scen thy hody of » 


poor 
ilour 


rvé two nicstlits ome 


rE rhe rr 


{7 ich rly) 


hunery 
Grandpre lodeed Tiretta 


- *Harmoe 


not very 


Favern’, the \ where he 


men md omen hitoth stk rete 


in dance and dinner thigat 

the nineteenth 

in 1803, Val ntiq remarked 
of Caleutta fs 

worthy rf 


well heino thre 


our Indian Government. both from 


its’ sive and from thy maocnifiernt 
nar of 


\hbout 


Lowi 


builitines which decorate the 
European 
‘bluch 
ringhte is an entypre 
Palaces vether forms 
the finest view T ever beheld in any 
cir The I 
is COmpleté a contrast 


conceived 


it mihabited by 
the ‘white’ and the 
said: “Chow 


lare cf and altog 


Blacl town hor vi 


APOLLO BOOK HOUSE 
Road, 
Jorhat-2, 


Assan. 












Be cierally mud and thatched, per- 
2 Pectly resembling the cabings of the 
mores; class in Treland.” 

In 1821, Your assesses were en 
i marred to revise the assessments for 
fhe house-rate of Calcutta. This op 


Wo stories, Occasionally brick, but 
("xz 
yo 


wl 
ia | 























BD) 8 rlunity was taken to obtain a 
Pu pensiss of the population cf the 
Hew, which was accordingly done 
| from atithentic statements furnish 
heen bY the assessors” and the resull 
ms as follows: 

Faindhus 178,203 

Mahomedans 18,162 

Christians 13,138 

Chinese 414 

Total 179,917 


The remarks upon the above figures 
Meewhich ‘appeared tn the John ‘Bull 
of August §, 1822, is worth quoting = 

* .it has been ascertained that the 
Spexten! of Calcutta from the Mahratta 

{ “ yditch at the northern extremity to 
Weeethe Circular Road a, the southern 
moirciuiy m€ Chowringhee is not more 
Meithan 44 miles, and that its average 
Dep breadth is only one mile and a half. 
Menthe lower or southern division of 
ee thie town, which comprised Chow- 
We etinehce, is but thinly peopled; the 
me lionses Of, Europeans widely scAt- 
Siered, and Colinga, which is a part 
pi it. is chiefly occupied by natives 
mee The Dhurramtolla 
and Bow pope 


- « 


( 
division between 


Jazar ‘has a denser 


: 
hw ‘ . ; 
Mle inhabited European part of Cal- 
; j : Culla, as well as a great number of 
Ben country-born Christians, who reside 


in the town with their families, The 
Pnorth division, the Bow 
W Bazar and Muchooa Bazar, comprises 
MW porhaps the most dense part ct the 
F) population of Calcutta, "The upper 
Sy division to the north of Muchooa 
) Bazar is, comparatively speaking, but 


between 


Seeenting towards the north and east 
f extensive gardens, "larve tanks. and 
ruinous ‘habitations. It fs not im- 
probable, therefore, that the large 
estimates made of the population of 
rie Caloutta at former periods, may be 
wee) owing to the crowds of artisans, 


“=| 


~- 
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labourers, servants and sircars, and 
to the numerous strangers of every 
countyy which constantly meet the 
eve In every part of the town. In- 
deed, the number entering the town 
dajily from ithe suburbs and oppo 
se side of the river are estimated 
by Magistrates at 100,000. This was 
done by stationing sircars and peons 
a; all the principal outlets of the 
town. ‘The peons counted the pas- 
senzers. by flinging to fhe sircars a 
cowrie for every hundred passengets, 


noting separately the carriages and 


hackeries; and the average of dif- 
ferent returns gave an influx cf 
about 100,000 individuals, besides 
carriages, and horses. Upon the 
whole, then, it appears to be the 
opinion of the Magistrates of Cal- 


. 
ye. 


cutta, from all the returns laid | 
fore them, that, by taking the resi- 
dent population at abou, 200,000, 
and the numbers entering the town 
daily at 100,000, we shall have a 
statemen; of population not much 
wide of the truth’. It may be noted, 
in \this context, that ain their first 
report, dated 1840, ¢he Fever Hos. 
pital Committeé adopted the idea cé 
"a fixed population, estimated at 
under 200,000, or a floating popula. 
tion of 500,000". 

The city of Caleutta like 
this in the age of Rammohan. Tt 
started growing érom a merchants 
into an imperialist’s 
city, when Wellesley 
grnor-Genera i 
General”, writes Beverley in. his Cen- 
sus Report of 1876, “have done as 
much for Calcutta as Lord Wellesley 
effected during his tenure of office 
from 1798 to 1805”. Why was Welles 
ley so much interested in the im: 
provement of the town? Becanse, 
as a ruler, “Wellesley's successes were 
dazzling. In six years he had chane- 
ed the face Of India. In 1798 the 
British were clinging precariously to 
their three settlements ‘of Bengal, 
Bombay and Madras, separated by 
many hundreds of miles of hostile 
country and threatened by the 
Marathas, Hyder Ali and ¢he French. 
By the end of 1803 they were the 
paramount power over the whole of 


was 





capital. 
the Goy- 
,OVEITNOTS 





town 









was 





‘ew 




















Ol 


India upto the river Sutlej, andl 
ner 


Indian Princes had been reduced} 


the position of subordinate yas al 
French dreams of the dominationyy a 
the Fast had been shattered: — 
(Rawlinson). Wellesley, therelar - 
could write: “Duty, honour 4 ‘gg 
policy require tha, India shoulda aw 
be administered as a temporary @ nid 
precarious acquisition”, but "qi tig 

aii 


be considered as a sacred trust amt 
permanent possession”. ‘ 

In his famous minute, recordei@ 
the 16th June 1803, Welleslay deg 
ed: “The increasing extent andj 
pulation of Calcutta, the capital 
the British Empire in India and 
seat of the Supreme Authority) 
quire serious attention”, And sem 
attention was, indeed, given, bil 
Wellesley’s own residence in ew 
first. It was he who “determi 
upon building a palace suitablas 
his magnificent ideas, and sod 
one as would be proper fo, theg 
dence of the British Gove 
General of India. This he ti 
diately caused to be 




























hou: 

ary 

li: 
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| 4 ‘ 
Horn 

Bo; 
eit!) 
Boi 
Reales 


com 
partly upon the site of the old 
ernmen; house, bu; taking if 
Council] House and about si 
other handsome private many 
many, c& them no; having bean 









ed above five years, the whole me 
which were pulled down, the git peter 
upon which they had stood Pe 
cleared away to create superh all 













square area, in the middle of =" 
his ineditated palace was to gf I 
(W. Hickey). A sixty feet wide % 
was catried completely round 
town of Calculla, excep, toward 
river Hooghly, to an exten, of au 
eight miles (Circular Roady 
had another scheme in conti 
tion, that of embanking the rive 
the Calcutta side, from the 
the Glacis of Forg William 
northern end o€ the town, by 
ing «a solid wharf of masontyy 
particular spots of which he 
to have snitable warehouse 
Custom House and other i 
offices. Plans of this work a 
drawn and delivered to Hing 
content with having works of 
magnitude and unbounded & 
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ot, tie ay tlie same yime coin 


fencol! p second puiluce at Barrack 
Here, wipes yivalline in 
Mee Wie Calcutta one 
ter ie we conntiryresidence of future 
patina General as he could no 
Sect ii would be completed within 
Sonn rei. The grounds... he 
Pe Wilh) Uxtenorilinary taste and 
ite, lipon ditferent 
Be Gerted x \heatrve, a riding 
Pein probably the fines avi- 
Ary, anil Monngerie in the world 
Hickey) . 
Seis, “the Gapital of the Bri- 
h Eojpite my tyyedia”, whiel was to 
Sereeonered asa ‘vacred trust’ and 
LULL forward 
RP owiinproyement schemes, un- 
ie Homuesioners, with seven- 
Himies Heiween 1809 and 1817 
Tete tamous Lowery Con- 
wae bppointed (Oo carry oul 
tleafty the nuproyemen! 
men and it continued to work 
Mimbo, (R56. Three lorge unpub 
Pre mAnuUACrIpt volumes, contain 
mabe proceedings of the Committec 
nny 1a? fy 182] (the rest, arp to 
ne re Hill intrnced), are. packed 
Powe ileresting information 
mT Whe process. through which 
Iya ta whe Lyesitiss shaped, accord 
Bt Mesive of phe imperialist 
Ma ente & colonial bureaucracic 
c. Mts ‘Law’, ‘Order’ and 
Mmity. Law was there for 
Pee Wie statin and power vf 
Pileged, elise; 
a ypen abwalite 
Mle wd “Wriformiry’ was rly 
Uniformity of 


mueriii 


which he in- 


parts of 


pos sson sty 


‘ord r With 
subjection to 
— 

iim luireati 


i 


7 


waniriued 
ay 5), 


Patt Vo appear 
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SHAPES AND 
By Arup K 
Transition 
Lake Gardens, 
Price Rs. 32.00 


FORMS 
Datta 
s00Ks. 162 


Calcutta 


| India ri rely does an artist—even 
after death—get book published 
work The Lalit 


brings Gut 


about his Kala 
Akademi 
to imtroduce 
artist 


a myste 


occasional] one 


the work of contem- 


porary but how i selects him 


emains So any new book, 
aiming at introducing an individual 
[ artists, from any 


shoula be 


Or a group of 
of the country, 
heartedly welcomed, 
Educated Indians are 
their artistic heritage The 


part 


' 


W hole- 


callous about 
education 
system being what it is, does not even 
help one jn appreciating contemporary 
art The artist is forced to depend 
on the 


tourists fay 


rich class and foreign 
bread) and butter. In 
Delhi he kowtows with the embassy 
Staffs and the political 
sell paintings. In other majo: 
he lives by his wits. It 

had prompted” Rabin 
publish Drawings by 


new 


big-V 
jor cities 
was this that 
Mondal 
Fourteen Con 
1970 


Forms, 


temporary Artists of 
Arap Datta’s 
beautifully 
format 


Bengal iy 
an / 


printed in an 


Shapes 
expensive 
With a lol of drawings. is a 


The 


continuation in the same line 
five artists selected for the book are 
Sunil Madhav Sen, Nirode Mazumdar, 
Prakash Karmakar, Dhiraj Choudhun 
and Sunil Das 

The trouble with any anthology is 
that it can never 
Moreover. the 


satisfy everyone 


reader often has to 
editor 


tusk 


one 


adjust with the the 
which sometimes is not an 
I do not think 
or two of the 
justified 


Seems [o 


taste of 
Casy 
the ‘inclusion ol 
selected artists can be 
on fany score.The choic: 
have more | 
than objective, for the selection does 
not appear to “have 
chronology To avoigé 


Datta 


Bisw § 


been personal 
any /basis ‘or 
controversy 
could have included Nikhil 

(1930-1966) especially 
because Biswas’s medium was 
drawing and 


mainiy 


not so much painting 


There should have been no hesitation 
in including him 

hould bg 
Arup Dutta for having Ihe 


The 


In spile of the lupses one 
eratctul to 
courage to publish such a book 
each artist has bean 
detail. On ihe 
informative. if wet 
What it lacks: is 
Datta’s main failing 
a journalist It is obViK 
understood 


life and work of 


ghiscussed in some 
whole the tex 
times. rather 

depth. ft 
is that he is 
ous that he 
crevtivity in its various Mast 
time his English is weak. and 
occasionally it yerges on journalese 
In such think, if 
would had 
edited 


press 


seems 
has bareh 
aspects 


of the 


4 major work, J 
betic if he 
had it 
before handing it the 

[t is hard to understand why Datta 


been 
collaborated or al least 


over ta 


did not utilise the scope to discuss the 
which praduced the 
wrong to ask 
him to be another John Berger. The 
book has qa lot of drawings and yet 
it ig amazing that there is herdly any 
discussion on the The 
characteristics of the drawings of cach 
mentioned. ft 
to talk about 
work and. for 
illustrations 


context 
Perhaps it is 


social 


artists 


subject, 


been 


ants 


artist have not 
seems that Datta w 
certain artists and their 
this he uses drawings as 
without caring to assess the value of 
this particular medium. In fact 
drawings mirror the artist's mind. Tf 
ig an attempt to search for a 
that has a rhythm of its own. It is 
an attempt to realize the 

a thing or person-in a world which is 
continually changing. Nitode Mazam- 
dar’s convincing, bold and definite 
statements, Sunil Das’s quivering yet 
intense search for real dynamic form 
and Pradesh Karmakar’s ines 
tracing out the shapes of a disintegra- 
ting and an uneven world are totally 
different. done by people who perceive 
the world differently 


contour 


esserice ol 


sure 


In spite of the severity of the 
criticism, readers are asked to collect 
a copy of the book, for oné should 
not pionecring effort. The 
book h*s many good points too. The 
reproductions are excellent and the 
information ‘stablished artists 
and theij whole 
accurate concepticn 


belittle a 


about 
works ave an 


From 


the 
the 





through to execution of the project 
f Datta has shown that he has vision 
ind zeal. If he had been less daring 
and ambitious he could have possibly 
Bp written a better hook. 
Sandip Sarkar 


A Model Adaptation 


MRIGANKA SEKHAR Ray 


URGING ~ wayes rush On the 
leis, as the camera lelds on the re 
flection oF Castle. The 
thimes of the midnigh; hour are on 
the sovndtrack. The credits appear 
on she vouch surlace of the stone 
wall lighted by ghostly torch flames. 
Shostakovitels swelly to 4 
wailing crescendo the 
Bathis mood Is set in 
Turlet. 
Anyone trying Lo adapt 


Elsinort 


score 
and at once 


Kozinitsev's 


Shukes- 
peare for the screen Faces the eternal 
Wileomma, whether 1o totally 
faithful to the 
mere ly as SOLTCE material 
mould him according to the acsthe- 
fie and philosophic attitudes of the 
adaptor as Shakespeare himself dic 
when he his plays drawing 
on the existing chiwmicles, Kozimitsey 
nblewipts 1 strike a middle path be 
and lve ig 
He 


structure oF 


remain 
treat 


and tw 


barcl. Or lO him 


wrote 


iwetn the two extremes 
eminently successful in Tis job 
Nhs followed! (ihe 
the text cpuite closely, keeping al 
the and charuc- 


lout 


baste 
most all incidents 
intact 
his fideliry 


fers nowhere has he al 


lowed ro the original to 
fapede the visual flow, Instead, he 


has been remarkably inventive in 


applying suitable visual equivalents 
iy the lines (as in the soliloquy se- 
quences and jn the ghost-scene) with- 
oy being over-literary in his use o! 
Por Frontier contact 
NAVODYA PUBLISHERS, 
Fluru Road, 

Vijayawada-2, 


Andhra Pradesh 
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and this has intensified the 
impact of the scenes, 

Kozinitsev's Mamle; is a less brood- 
ing, less introspective character than 
the other Hamlets we have 
He is not the tsolated ‘intellectual 
type. He is a man of the people, a 
full man poised for action, bu; de- 
rerred by circumstances, Jt fs in 
this context that his prangs, anger, 
final achieye an 
epic height. Smoktunovsky's sensi 
tive face registers every twitch of 
emotion almost as eloquently as is 
done by Shakespeare's words. In- 
deed, with its marvellons blending 
of techniques and content, Kozinit 
film should model 
transposing 
celluloid 


images, 


seen 


lave and revenge 


sev's serve 25 a4 


Shikespeare on 


c 
oO 


Letters 


The Lumpen Problem 


R. P. Mullick’s article “The Lum- 
pen Problem” (April 28, 1973) does 
lead us anywhere either tm get- 
ihe 
criticism of 
(March 
same topic 

What is essentially the 
basic starting point for any problem 
of Miurxism-Leninism, fe., the 
question, The Fact tha) the Tampens 
are actually a section of the working 
class and peasantry who cannot get 
who have lost theiy lands 
and mo; “fa class by themselves”, has 
been ignored. Tnstead, some pseudo. 
explanations are 
living In oun 
tenements in 


noO}Y 


tine into problem  itselt, or, 
S. Ghosh’s earlier 


17, '1973) the 


AS a 
article on 
missing is 


class 


work o1 


psychoanalytical 
puy forward—tike 
hygienic one-room 
bustees or of being the product or 
unrecognised marital ‘relations and 
consequently becoming devoid of rés- 
life. 

If we are to be specific about West 
Bengal, the working class here has 
been mainly drawn from two sec 
tions of people. The larger contin: 
een, hails fram the rural areas of 
Bikar and Ofrissi and Fs mostly 
engaged as unskilled labourers. in the 


pect Foy 


jute, envineerine and manufachil 
industries, The other mam cat 
is drawn from the post-partitioll 
fugees from Eas; Bengal, mostly 
gaged as skilled workers in the 

ing industries owing co their ba 
access 10 literacy and training TH 
second contingent has a predil 
ranily peity-bourgeois origin and 
has a natural aspiration for wil 
collar jobs in the  industrivs, 

general, they are workers in 
factories, but petty-bourgeois ii 
social environment. “Therefor 
is the former group which form 
core of the working class here 
the characteristics of J 
class. Although they i 
“imported” they have formetl 

nite roots in the local tradition 

at the same time have been sug 
ful in preserving their own willl 
The collective singing bowls GF 
Bihariy in the evenings and sii 
comsnunity gatherings of she OF 
and ay the same 
siastic participation in the Jogi 
tivals, attes; to this truth, Ag@ 
these “imported” people do nom 
much to increase the lumpeli 

On 


among 


definite 


were 


time their a 


blem ‘there. the other lun 
employment the Ea] 
gal refugees is mos, intense, @ 
direct consequence, lumpency a 
this section of the urban popnli 
is mos; rampant. Unfortunatell 
Mr Mullick. ‘this section haw 
staried its “life as a fringe @ 
of the established — society’! 
were these people bom in they 
rible conditions of poverty, jie 
and ignominy, Instead, they 
the miserable fate of being | : 
a comparatively decent onvivnil 
then being dragged Wii 
sudden reality of 
employment, hunger and @ 
the advocates of partition 

The 
lumpens is a direc, produc ai 
unstable economic condition 
specific characteristics af 7 
tion, as cited "by Mr Mull 
not the cause of their lumpeni 
father the effect of tha, 
economic condition. 

That the normal errand a 


and 
homelessies 


unstable characte 


MAY ¥f 





iapeks becawe almost impossible 
We entry Oi Wiing the heigl of 
SHE CPI(ML) movement, iv evident 
Troms the fact thay in Jocalitivs where 
he party lel its strongholds, cases 
OP Wiel, petty snatching, gambling. 
Dyeteiis em reached their all 
tne tow, As for the indiscriminate 
“oetians’ perpetrated by the lumpens 
Dy thai period, fy was nor they who 
mimi! be blamed alone. Rather, 
Wise Gime well within the scope of 
thy thon policy cf the party. ‘The 
Wmaine politicnl cadres did no, re- 
erehorey it telee Youch gaidapice oo the jom 
forms Cie Groblem trom the party leader- 
with Se tip aml consequently there was no 
a Milinite line, handling 
ere ocho he Himpens. fn this respect 5. 
ormed O& “| Sal's aiticle should be considered 
raclitien) ail ren eyeopencr and similar posi- 
ive attitles from the revolutionary 
PeOes WO tis Nopic Mould Rollow 
Wat We Pecume wore enlightened. 
By Mullis Yast paragraph is a 
of the OFF weal paw poyde. Starting with an 
their CORRE Weave prohibiting allot 
joa)! RE AD mas-work io the lumpens, 
uh, As abruptly enh up with the philo- 
ic do Ot RR relenadon of reluctantly 
lumpen PRMetiling the Lumpens in his 
ant, a i “Historic” revolutionaries 


Weatial) 
catcrOhas 
ition 7. ’ 
sily ihe 
the lead 
i} hetter 
ing, “Die 
predonie 
nd a 
whittey 
tnt | 
~ in Ue 
is itt elt 


il @ 


ror 


Sitt 


here, 


ol hi ‘ 


Viteil-Vis 


-eTL pl icihes 
wh pra Cate 
lyovits: Chee 

arc simi 


the 


team 
Ih sug 
the East “we allotment of mass-vork in 
niense, AMEGH WGcalivies to the lumpens who 
am it “come forward, enthused by 
ie party tent”. so tha; they could 

yt the people withou, being look- 

ile own tipon by them. “and like. 
iy ratorm '@iemselver’'. 5S. {Ghosh 
Pmewly sated Mao Tse-luinp’s 
HG. ae clied by biniself, which 
Papers, ono Offence, He has. 
By devatel his concluding pa- 

We UMETINg § cuition. con- 
Meret luwidling of this 


thet 


IM Penney 
ban popul 
nfort unten 
ction has 

» fymige elt 
society 

ihe 
iii 
stead, they 
of bein: DORE 
cent envilonm 
draceed all 
homelesieaas 
and denim 


saTLiLion 


orn in 


paverty 


rey 
“4 


Frontier contact 
of 
hich a me's Book House 

Dros tM 
cond tomy ‘ 
istics OF ie 
vy Mr Mullick 
their Lumpeal af 

of thay u 


characle? 


et 
i 


aii Patel Street. 
i, Bombay 
a 


1oTl. 


rial eyrands Ue 
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problem. The total banishment ol 
the lumpens from the revolutionar’ 
ranks by Engels in the nascent stave 
of Marxism must today give way t 


cautious and correct handling of 


them by the party in fhe era of dk 
Marxism in the eTa 


Thought 


y eloped 


Mao Tse-tung 


A Swedish Man-Eater 


authorities 


Ask ule 


who Goran 


Mantpuri 
Fratrkel is. It 

know it, here is the 
Frankel is the 
Superman, the Reyolution- 
ary Wow! He 
appetite of a Gatgantua, He 


they pr 
tend nol to 
true Goran 
Socialist 


Man-eater. 


picture 


has the 
usual 


ly eats 10-15 capitalists {oy lunch 


and swallows it down with the juice 


of one hundred crushed boureeols 


together with a salad 


some fat, 
nourmshing. As a 


compradors 


made oi corrupt bureau 


crats, very mattel 
the 


makle 


of fact Manipur 


authoritt s 
him 
fas 


course Li 


lave jump for jos in 


The 


ino made al ily 


front ‘ol own miro. 
mirror of 
liquid eveballs of feudal landlords.) 
Vhanks to the {{Mayjipury 


have indeed 


authovi- 


elf 


regained my 


ties, | 
respect 

On 
friend = aff 
Shukla. 
lish at ] N 
Manipur, was arrested for 
Phe 
published in e New 
Point of ¥ 
ine with Manipuri politics. He was 
November 5. A 


the 


September 23 lis year a 
indukant 
Eng 


Tos phat, 


mine, Mi 
Associate Prolessor in 
University in 
“sedivion 
article of his 
Delhi weekls 


ol September 9, deal 


reason Was dan 


released on bail on 
lew periodically filso informed 
the case. My 


happens to be a well-known transla 
PY 


about Shukla 


public 
joy and essayist, Among other uUsings 
ie has translated Negro poetry 
Hindi verse also T 
“Whar te Ari? Personally J 
Mi Shukla as a very fine man, a 


into 
ancl isto 5 
know 

pro- 


The 


shi x k 


eressive and radical humanist 


news of his arrest came as a 


fo me 


* 4 


According to Myr Shukla, his spite 
because ol police Lor 


October 9 he was Beate 


aS caniare cl 
On 


a jail van 


Line 
Another atrempe 
huy like on January Dy 
this yeal 

this 
O speak upy 


the news, J 


Being ‘indirectly volyed m 


L consider it my 
Pirsh, (having 
he cola 


yiped perspiration olf 
| ! 


did 


ity 


forehead and sole serious Tete 
thinkine 
In 1969 I was 


Once | 


studying in Indi 
Rajastinen. 
om Udaipur to Dethi 
au smal 
started tu 


came 


mace 4 itip to 
Qh mv way hh 
cume Lo a halt at 


We all 


roam the platform, A 


the train 
railway juncuon 
Strangel 
Hie. 

he siicl you stayed iw 
sO-and-so m this-and.that 


Well, J 


yours, Dut 


Deo 
stayed 
you 
(malicious 


hotel int Udaipus 
thee rr 


did 


MOTH §=ThONt LU 


notict mye 


that 


not 


smile) wid before 
Whereupon lx 
! 
f dhines T had been doing 
asked 


this, 


you 
Started to accounl 


reny places. 1 him 
he could know all 
Well it 1s wy 


ITe smiled proudly and walked off 


job Lo know it 


clramatic 
Bond 


srelul neo dlestro% thie 


effect iis was the James 
r 


of India! had to laugh 


hen I used to 


in Galeutta they would 


Later on \ nigel 
leftist friends 
alk » The tinless they had 
the whol 
baskets I w 


they ove 


no; 


searched room including 


the paper as amused at 


this Parainoia rdlid 
{ do 
What ts 


Mi Shukla 


to his own 


not laugh ans longe! 


meant by “sedition”? Is 


not allowed to give yoquce 


free Opinion | thouel 


freedom of speech was guaranteed hy 


the Indian Constitution in accord 


mwe with the UN Charter of Human 
Richits 

The 
thoumh. cv 


My Shukla's grrest hus 
Some 


Vanipul police must have 


same, because during 


house wads 
from 
“evidence”. Police 
thay Mr Shulla is 
of anti-socials, Naxalite. con. 


Mant- 


searched, private letters 


me were used as 
papers Now state 
“leacdet 
ind =withou, 


federates. within 


17 








—_ , 

th pur’. Obviously J wm the ‘‘confe- 

Wesderite without’, Who is the ‘‘con- 
Mee fcderaic $within’? It seems like 


voicing your ‘opinion is enough to 
Heimiake you a Naxalite and receiving 
SW letters from 
" meake you a “leader at! 


abroad is enough to 
anti-socials’’. 


——_* 


paper will not get raided for pub- 
Mishing letters from a 
Swedish Naxalite- 

\s lone as Mr Shukla was pust one 


dangerous 


a : 
" 
‘4 Whiar do my letters prove? Noth- 
fen ane. t ask questions about the 
me) Naxalite movement: any curious out 
Mee Psider would do that to any Indian 
. ‘4 intellectual. Now, let us hope this 
| 7 
; \ 


whatever that is, 
Mee! ihe critics of the ruling ¢lass. in 
Tnelig, lie had friends, Now 
he js contagious ay the Plague, The 
Marxists say he is supported by ihe 
POIA, the scachers 
teache) journalist 


Many 


say he is not a 


bul a incl the 


a a ree 
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journalists ask to which paper lie is 
accredited 

Which rhe this tear? 
Well, Mr Shukla is just a smgle m- 
dividual—very litte to waste words 
a nation of 550 million, Bul 
all the cases of 
on flimsy 
all? Or am I jus -get- 


are roots ol 


m mm 


what abour other 


detention grounds or no 


grounds al 


ting that fy of leftist Indian 
paranoia ? 
GoraAN. FRANKET 


Sweden 
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Defend Prisoners 


The Legal Aid Committee has been 
organised 10 defend all those who are 


being victimised for holding politi- 
cal beliefs dissimilar to those of the 
party in power. Our object ig to 
defend such cases irrespective of the 
political ideology of the victims. 


i 
There are 


over ten thousand de- 


tenus and wundertrial 
West 


cases have been pending since 1968- 


prisoners in 
Bengal only. Innumerable 
69. Despite reminders the police are 
reluctant to submit chargesheets and 
bail is being opposed stubbornly, If 
one is granted bail he is tagged to 
some other cases. Thus the prison- 
ers are virtually denied any defence. 
The overwhelming majority of those 
who had to be released after the 
Supreme Court struck down Section 
17A of the MISA, were immediately 
re-arrested, 


There is great need to expand our 
work and the task before us is huge, 
We can hope to tackle it adequately 
only if greater co-operation is forth- 
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coming from all democratically- 
minded people not only in this State 
but in the whole of India, 

We appeal to all democratic peo- 
ple : 


To contribute generously to this 
Committee ; 

To communicate to us all cases 
of political victimization in 
need of legal aid. 


Cheques drawn in fayour of Bina 
Banerjee may be seny to either of 
the addresses given below; moncy 
orders, cash and communications to 
the office (2). 


l. Bina Banerjee 
Account No, 10816 
United Bank of India, 
Sealdah Branch, 
28, Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Roy Road, 
Calcutta-9. 


Jayasree Rana 

Legal Aid Committee 

11, Old Post Office Street, 
Third Floor, 

Calcutta-1. 

Visiting hours; 4-30 p.m. to 
6-30 p.m. on \weekdays (batr- 
ring holidays) . 
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